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be a more uriphilosophical method of treatment than the multi-
plication of avenues of escape.                                          ^_j

In the foregoing statement the attempt has been made to coa-
dense in as limited a space as the importance of the subject
would permit, the general elements of the problem, and the
general features of the proposed method of improvement which
has been adopted by the Mississippi River Commission.

The writer cannot help feeling that it is somewhat presump-
tuous on his part to attempt to present the facts relating to an
enterprise which calls for the highest scientific skill; but it is a
matter which interests every citizen of the United States, and
is one of the methods of reconstruction which ought to be ap-
proved. It is a war claim which implies no private gain, and no
compensation except for one of the cases of destruction incident
to war which may well be repaired by the people of the whole
country.

EDWARD ATKINSON,

BOSTON, April 14, 1882.

RECEPTION OF CAPTAIN BASIL HALL'S BOOK IN THE

UNITED STATES

HAVING now arrived nearly at the end of our travels, I am
induced, ere I conclude, again to mention what I consider as
one of the most remarkable traits in the national character of
the Americans: namely, their exquisite sensitiveness and sore-
ness respecting everything said or written concerning them. Of
this, perhaps, the most remarkable example I can give is the
effect produced on nearly every class of readers by the appearT
ance of Captain Basil Hall's Travels m North America. In facjjj*